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you know about

Embroideries
& Samplers from Islamic Egypt
by Marianne Ellis




II. German Medieval Counted Embroidery
Polychrome (Multi-color)
White Work

Multicolor counted work (silk on linen) was done in Germany
primarily from the 13 %-15™ centuries and was especially
popular in the Lower Saxony/Westphalia region. This
technique was applied to almost anything including purses,
boxes, pillows, hangings and vestments. The primary stitch
used was brick stitch. (instructions below) If you are
interested in this style | recommend you visit Master
Richard Wy mariose and article, O0OA
available at:



http://wymarc.com/asoot/german/stitch_article/stitchArticle.php
http://wymarc.com/asoot/german/stitch_article/stitchArticle.php

German White Work is called Gpusonicum

0 O p desitonicum was created using white linen

thread on white linen ground fabric. Silks and wools of

light colors were sometimes used to highlight parts of

the design. A variety of techniques were used in

German whitework , one involved filling figural or

abstract designs with complex geometric patterns

created in satin or brick stitches. This added texture to
the overall design. o t aken

The majority of these items are ecclesiastical and were
worked in area convents. It is not strictly a counted
style, but some items were done using counted
techniques including brick stitch and pattern darning.



http://medieval.webcon.net.au/technique_opus_teutonicum.html
http://medieval.webcon.net.au/technique_opus_teutonicum.html

e e e e e e e e e e,

B S S S

\un«4n- e

3 ;iuuunuun\

£ wkmumm,m w

el 5

&nnanmuwu w X

igiaten R wm.mwmxm mﬁﬁ:m.m

| Arts & Crafts Blog
n Need]|

dery Resources on the WEB
(0

i
leva

by Master Richard Wymarc

German Embro
ime
from the Med
mages

ICS

itch Out of T

h
o
=
()

5t

=
C=
@)

Q

=

e
-
@©
—
(=

Q

©
(@)
X

LLi
=

<

A St
Somep

S,
ERERE S
et
R A



http://wymarc.com/asoot/german/stitch_article/stitchArticle.php
http://wymarc.com/asoot/german/stitch_article/stitchArticle.php
http://medievalartcraft.blogspot.com/2008_11_01_archive.html
http://medievalartcraft.blogspot.com/2008_11_01_archive.html
http://www.laren.blogspot.com/2005_04_01_archive.html
http://wkneedle.bayrose.org/Articles/Whitework.html

[II. 16t C. Blackwork

Blackwork is commonly thought to be an Elizabethan
form of embroidery. However, while it was widely done
in England it was popular throughout Europe during the
16™" century and can been seen on many extant articles
of clothing from England, Germany and Italy.  Blackwork
can be done in a counted/reversible way, but was
frequently NOT counted. The double running (Holbein)
stitch is the element of the embroidery that is counted
and reversible. There are many extant examples of this
counted/reversible double running stitch that are done
in colors other than black including red, blue, pink, and
purple!

See the double running diagram below:
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Holbeinstitch.gif

Blackwork Resources
on the web

R o AR R

A Blackwork Article published in Fancywork magazine:

An article entitled oDoubl

ElizabethanBlackwork pattern archives:

Filum Areum Newsletterd Blackwork Edition



http://web.archive.org/web/20041010120437/http:/www.needlearts.com/articles/article_13/article_13.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20041010120437/http:/www.needlearts.com/articles/article_13/article_13.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~mathilde/embroidery/blackwrk.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~mathilde/embroidery/blackwrk.htm
http://www.blackworkarchives.com/
http://wkneedle.bayrose.org/filum/filum_34_blackwork.pdf

The voided embroideries of the 16 ™ century which
have later come to be called Assisi (Italy)embroidery
have a few common characteristics. First of all they
utilize counted embroidery techniques. Commonly
long armed cross stitch but occasionally, double
running stitch, and a drawn work technique called
opunto milanoé whi ch gave the -llkenbr oi der
feel. Traditional cross stitch is rarely seen. Secondly,
there is typically only one color of silk used. Most
frequently red ,but blue and green examples do exist.
The background of the embroidery was done in
colored silks and the designs are left blank. It is very
rare to see an Italian voided embroidery that is within
our period of study that has the designs or other
elements outlined in black.

It was primarily used on domestic items and
furnishings such as table covers, pillows, towels, and
aprons. Also frequently seen as altar cloths in Italian
convents.



